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Tutor training set for spring

The council will offer a two-day training session in basic literacy this spring. The classes will be
offered from 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. April 18 and 25 in the community room of the downtown library, 248
Main St.

There is no fee for the classes, but registration is required to assure that sufficient materials are
available. A light lunch will be provided.

The registration deadline is April 11. Potential tutors may register by mailing the form below to
the council office or by calling the office at 539-3791.

No previous teaching experience is required to become a tutor. The requirements for tutoring are
high school graduation and a sincere commitment to helping people learn to read effectively.

The basic literacy class provides hands-on instruction through the steps of Laubach Way to
Reading for adults and progresses through more-advanced reading levels. The sessions also will include
some instruction on English as a Second Language.

The classes also can be a refresher course for former tutors who have been inactive and want to
update their skills.

The instructor will be Evelynn Jurysta. Her services are being provided free of charge by Tutors
of Literacy in the Commonwealth.

Tutor Training Registration Form

Please enroll me in the tutor training workshop as follows:

____Basic Literacy, 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. April 18 and 25.

Registrations must be received in the council office by April 11.

Mail to Cambria County Literacy Council Inc., 248 Main St., Johnstown, PA 15901.

Name:
Address:

Telephone:

Web site under construction

After years of discussing the idea of starting a Web site, the council board approved going ahead
with the project after receiving an offer it couldn’t refuse.



Students at Pennsylvania Highlands Community College will create the Web site as part of its
class at no charge to the council.

The cost of paying an outside contractor for page design and creation generally is prohibitive to a
small nonprofit organization such as the council.

Under the class program, the council’s expenses — mainly name registration and annual host fee
— will be minimal.

George Higgins and Catherine Monk, board members, are overseeing the project. The 15-week
class, which began in January, requires a council representative to attend the weekly sessions to provide
material that will be on the site and assure that its design is acceptable.

The site’s name and start date have not been confirmed yet. An update will be included in the
next newsletter.

Council approves 2009 budget

The council board has approved a 2009 operating budget of $5,710. This represents a spending
decrease of approximately $650 from last year’s expenditures.

The 2008 spending was higher than usual because of the purchase of a computer to replace one
that was close to 10 years old. Thanks to the generosity of donors, the council was only slightly over its
2008 budget.

Volunteers post impressive numbers

Reports turned into the council office showed 14 tutors logging 105 hours in October, 13 tutors
for 94 hours in November and 11 tutors for 88.75 hours in December.

The statistics for the year are more revealing about the dedication of the volunteer tutors. Reports
turned in showed 29 tutors recorded a total of 1,570.75 hours.

On the administrative end, 11 board members reported 694.5 hours during the year.

Although these are unpaid hours, the value to the community if all of the volunteers were paid
$10 an hour would be more than $22,650.

Those figures are important when the council applies for grants or solicits donations from
businesses.

To help the council show its impact, tutors are reminded to turn in hour reports monthly. Forms
are available in the tutoring room in the downtown library or by calling the council office, 539-3791.

New program being offered

With an increasing number of English as a Second Language students, the council has decided to
begin a program to help foreign students on their way to becoming naturalized citizens of the United
States.

The council has purchased from New Readers Press a series of books that help students prepare
for the citizenship test. It also has obtained at no charge from the federal government a civics and
citizenship tool kit with informative and helpful material.

George Higgins, a board member, has offered to coordinate the new program. Anyone who is
interested or knows someone who may benefit from the new program should call the office, 539-3791.

Additional donors add to coffers



Individual and business donors contributed nearly $5,200 to the council in 2008. Additional
donors since those listed in the previous newsletter are Margaret Lison, Greg Petyak, William Glosser,
Ernest Walker, Doris Leidy, Veronica Wilson, Lori Hutchison, Henry and Jean Von Blohn, Rita Bailey,
Donna Kodis, Penny Beddoe, Robert Thomas and Jan Wolfe.

Time to help a friend

The Cambria County Library is sponsoring its annual A Little Night Music @ the Library
fundraiser from 7 to 9:30 p.m. April 17 at the downtown library.

This year’s event will feature Broken Spoke, Tree and The Boomers. There will be music and
refreshments on all three floors and a basket raffle. Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 the night of the
event.

The library provides free office and tutoring space for the council and allows free use of the
community room for tutor training. Employees also refer people asking for literacy tutoring to the
council.

Council show continues road trip

The previous newsletter reported that Anne Fattman, board president, and George Higgins, a
board member, presented a program about the council to the Johnstown Rotary Club. Since then, the
program has visited Rotary Clubs in Portage and Ebensburg. Additional presentations are being planned.

If you know of an organization that may be interested in learning more about the council, call the
office and leave a message.

The program presents information about council operations and encourages groups to provide
financial support or volunteer tutors or office workers.

Timely tutor tips

Winter certainly packed a wallop in January and disrupted schedules almost everywhere. With a
couple more months of snow, ice and dangerously cold temperature in the forecast, tutors are reminded
to check the tutoring site to assure that it is open. Some open late, close early or shut completely on days
when weather is bad. And don’t forget to check hours when a holiday — Presidents Day, Easter — may
bring a closing or change in hours.
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